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From the Editor 
One of the fringe benefits which came from our recent 
trip to Africa was the contacts we had with people who had 
something on their hearts which they modestly suggested 
they considered writing for the Visitor. 
The lead article was one of these. It was a bit further 
than "on her heart." It was already on paper and we are 
Eleased to share it with our readers. Mim and Pete Stern ave no children of their own but have been "aunt and 
uncle" to a "generation" of missionary "kids" through 
their responsibility at Youngways Hostel in Bulawayo. 
The editor's article on the "Changing Attitude Towards 
Missions" was initially oriented towards an African 
audience. We attempted to help the church leadership in 
Africa understand what they sense is a changing attitude in 
the part of the church in America. It took a little 
persuasion by some respected friends for its inclusion in 
the Visitor. But it has been included. So you too know 
what we said. Hopefully our judgment on the subject was 
equal to our candor. 
Eleanor Ginder articulates (page 8) a concern which is 
often treated superficially — the bridging of culture and 
race. She does not list them in "one," "two" order but a 
careful reading will determine two factors which she 
reveals as going a long way towards bridging these gaps 
that separate. 
The remarks by Dr. Hoover in Doris Cober's article 
(page 10) should be read by all those who are interested in 
the direction of Brethren in Christ missions. 
Donald Bastian's article (page 11) ties closely with 
Miriam Stern's lead article. Both emphasize the need for 
Bible knowledge and biblical obedience. I dare say that the 
average Christian — yes, evangelical Christian — I will 
come even closer home — Brethren in Christ Christian — 
is tragically illiterate about what the Bible says. They rely 
on a pious vagueness or limited proof texts. All this after 
decades of attending Sunday school and prayer meetings. 
"Winnebago Christians" (page 12) deals with a subject 
which — if the trend continues — will become an 
increasing factor in our lives — leisure. This article does 
not say everything about the subject but gives some ideas 
which all of us could do well to consider. 
The three issues briefly pointed up in "The Contem-
Eorary Scene" should spark interest and discussion. If you ave been alert to the issues of the day you will no doubt 
agree that all three are certainly "contemporary." 
A Big Tree 
Many of our readers are aware of the tour provided by 
the Messiah-Upland Alumni Association which included 
in its itinerary Brethren in Christ Missions in Africa and 
attendance at the 75th Anniversary. 
Included in the visits to the mission stations was a meal 
served in a Tonga village. This meal was a part of the visit 
to the Sikalongo Mission, Zambia. 
It was the responsibility of Mrs. Marshall (Eleanor) Poe 
to work out the details of this meal. She decided to divide 
the tour into six groups with an interpreter assigned to 
each group and each group assigned to a village. Eleanor 
then proceeded to contact women of the Sikalongo Church 
to find hostesses who would provide and serve the meal of 
Tonga chicken and mealies. 
The eagerness of the Tonga women to entertain these 
guests in their villages and the hospitality they felt was 
beautifully expressed by one of the women who said, "If I 
only had a big tree I could have them all in my village." 
Somewhere she had caught the spirit of Hebrews 13:2, 
"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers . . ." 
C O N T E N T S 
Editorial 3 
Floppy Dolls 4 
Miriam Stern 
The Church's Changing Attitude Towards Missions 5 
John E. Zercher 
Religious News 7 
They Desire to Worship 8 
Marilyn Ebersole 
They Were Conscious of My Handicap 8 
Eleanor Ginder 
Banmankhi Youth Camp 9 
Samuel Hembrome 
Interval in India 10 
Doris Cober 
Getting Back to the Word 11 
Donald Bastian 
Winnebago Christians 12 
Pearl Gibbs 
Summer Service Sentiments 13 
Church News 14 
The Contemporary Scene 16 
Evangelical Visitor 
Volume LXXXVI Number 18 
Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published 
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana. 
Editor: John E. Zercher 
Editorial Council: 
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. Morris 
Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Glen A. Pierce 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey 
Christian Education Ministries: John Arthur Brubaker 
Pulpit and Pew: David E. Climenhaga 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler, Louis 
O. Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert, Daniel R. 
Chamberlain 
Mailing Intormation: 
Manuscripts and editorial correspondence should be 
addressed to the Editor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, 
Indiana 46550. 
Subscriptions and change of address should be sent to 
Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind. 46550. Include both old 
and new addresses with requests for change of address. 
Renewals: 1 year, $4.50; 2 years, $8.50; 3 years, $12.50; 
and 5 years, $20.00. New and gift subscriptions, $4.00 a 
year. 
Entered as second-class mail at Nappanee, Indiana 46550. 
EVANGELICAL PRESS ASSOCIATION 
Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
"The Planting of the Lord" 
VUE BORROW Eldon and Harriet Bert's film title to 
" ' express our reaction to our recent and brief visit with 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Africa. The church in 
Africa was amply justified in using the occasion of the 75th 
Anniversary to commemorate what God has done. He 
indeed has planted a church there. 
The story of the Brethren in Christ in Africa rivals for 
pathos, sacrifice, color, and adventure the better-known 
accounts of missionary effort. Follow the Jesse Engle party 
of four (one man and three women) north from Cape 
Town to the end of the railroad at Bulawayo. Go with 
them to the granite Matopo Hills south of Bulawayo. 
Recall that death visited the small group not once but 
twice before two years had passed. Journey north across 
the Zambezi with Frances Davidson and Adda Engle and 
you come to Macha Mission with its school and hospital. 
Pause at the graves at Sikalongo and Wanezi and Matopo. 
Read the names that mark those graves making up a 
modern roll call of faith. It's all there and it is a moving 
story. 
The Brethren in Christ mission work in Africa was a 
faith work, if there ever was one. 
But the history of the Africa church is more than the 
history of the missionary. Where they went the Africans 
accompanied them and beyond. Evangelists would go to 
the next village and the next; across the next mountain 
range. They would hear of church members who moved or 
had been moved to another area and the African evangelist 
would follow. They went with little else than a burning 
heart and the story of Jesus. From these outposts of the 
church these evangelists called for schools. Schools were 
built and staffed with a teacher — pastor. The planting 
grew! 
The 75th Anniversary was honored by the presence of 
two of the original overseers — Overseer Khumalo and 
Overseer Dlodlo. The latter is now blind. Missionary Fred 
Holland recounted for me the days when he worked closely 
with Overseer Dlodlo and how Brother Dlodlo would 
awaken him early in the morning with "uMfundsi, it is 
time to pray." 
Nor is the dedication and sacrifice limited to past 
generations for missionary or African. We were impressed 
with the demand and pressure on the staffs of our missions 
— fulfilling their own principal assignment (more often 
assignments) plus • other areas where no one else was 
available. 
As a church we have been hearing of the transfer of 
responsibilities to the African Church. One of the 
highlights of our trip was to see this taking place and to 
meet those who were assuming these duties and respon-
sibilities. I must refrain from beginning to name names but 
throughout Zambia and Rhodesia we were impressed with 
the ability and dedication of these our brethren and the 
fellowship which we enjoyed. 
There is among all churches and mission boards much 
concern with the future course of overseas missions. The 
Brethren in Christ are no exception. What is the future for 
the missionary as overseas missions become indigenous 
churches? How can the sending church be supportive but 
not paternalistic? How can help be given without 
developing dependence? Is the sending church prepared to 
accept cultural expressions in the life of the national 
church? What is the place of institutions in the future of 
the church? 
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We had heard and read of these issues and questions, 
and more, and tried to be alert as we moved among the 
church in Africa. All of these issues, to a lesser or greater 
degree, are being faced by the church. I realize that three 
weeks in Zambia and Rhodesia is insufficient time to 
understand the problems, let alone discover the answers. 
So I have promised myself to exercise restraint in com-
ments and observations. But permit me to hazard two 
observations concerning the relation between the church in 
Africa and America (Canada and the United States). 
Missionaries are and will be needed. It is quite easy to 
gather from all that one hears about modern missions and 
mission philosophy to conclude that the day of the 
missionary in settings such as in Africa is almost past. The 
term "phasing out" and "indigenous" raise serious 
questions as to where the missionary fits in. 
Enroute to Zambia we had an eight hour layover in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Through the kindness of a good friend a 
tour of the nearby game park was arranged. One of the 
owners of a local safari company met us at the plane and 
drove us into Nairobi. In the course of our conversation 
our driver reflected on the changes he, a life-long white 
resident of Kenya, has seen and experienced as the country 
of Kenya moved from the status of a colony to in-
dependence (1963). He was not happy. 
I made the observation on the basis of his comments 
that the European (white) population of Kenya must be 
considerably less now than in the days when it was a 
British colony. He said, "No, there are many more 
Europeans in Kenya today then ever before. They are here 
in the employ of the country." 
Here is a lesson to learn. There is no longer the position 
of privilege and power. Their position is one of service. 
Herein lies a truth which has bearing on the missionary 
presence now and in the days ahead. This is not to suggest 
that service has not been the mark of the missionary in 
past years. But there needs to be a conscious and growing 
effort to not only transfer responsibility to the national 
church but authority as well and in that context see the 
missionary's role. 
Perhaps when we come to where we have in the relation 
of the church in America and the church in Africa the term 
missionary is no longer adequate to describe the ministry. 
As a brotherhood we are brethren and we share with each 
other in our gifts and in our needs. We both give and 
receive. I could hope that we have at this point seen only a 
small part of what this sharing will mean in the years to 
come. 
About a year ago I was seated at a luncheon with a good 
friend whom I had not seen for many years. In the course 
of our conversation she told of their family and that their 
two daughters had married. And then she told of a recent 
visit to the home of one of the daughters and commented 
with feeling on the rewarding time they had on that visit. 
Gone were the youth-adult tension and the parent-child 
self-consciousness. The relationship was that of adults and 
equals — relaxed and open. A new level of relationship 
had been reached. 
This is the meaning of brotherhood. ". . . for you have 
one teacher, and you are all brethren." 
Z 




T^HE BIG blue eyes of my little 
•*• niece were wistful as we sat on our 
front porch drinking in the warmth of 
the Rhodesian afternoon sun. She had 
been trying to memorize Psalm 24:1 
— you know the one in which David 
reminds us that the earth and 
everything and everybody in it belongs 
to the Lord. I explained that it was 
quite ridiculous for mere people to 
think themselves great and to love 
things of earth more than they love 
God who made it all in the first place. 
Her young heart was obviously 
troubled as she pondered thoughts 
heavy for a six year old. Shyly she 
ventured, ". . . but I'm afraid I love 
something more than God." Eager to 
ease her childish troubled conscience I 
gingerly probed a little further. "Well, 
what do you think you love more than 
God?" With downcast eyes and em-
barrassed honesty she answered "flop-
py dolls." 
The rage was on just then for floppy 
dolls and every little girl hoped and 
dreamed of being the mother of one of 
those super cuddly things. Being a 
woman myself, I could see how a little 
girl would wish for this more than 
anything else in her world. 
Years have passed since that day, 
but I've thought often about the things 
in our lives which become Floppy 
Dolls. It all concerns discipleship. Was 
it not Jesus Himself who said that if 
we love anything more than Him, we 
are none of His? That cuts so close 
that it hurts. And because it hurts, 
excuses are legion which we make (we 
call them reasons) to try to soothe our 
pricking consciences on a particular 
spiritual obligation from which we'd 
like to squirm free. 
One specific which to me is like the 
fire which burned in Jeremiah's bones 
and could not be quenched is the 
matter of parental responsibility for 
children's religious instruction and 
spiritual welfare — I mean caring 
Mr. and Mrs. Ira Stern, after three terms of 
service in Rhodesia, are now stationed in Zam-
bia where Ira serves as Field Superintendent for 
Zambia. 
enough to do something about it. 
Someone has said that if we tended 
our gardens like our children's 
spiritual lives, we'd never harvest a 
crop for the weeds. 
People say they haven't time for 
another thing more in the family 
schedule, yet it is surprising that in 
America where TVs are almost as 
common as breakfast sets I've heard 
people talk about watching programs 
they didn't really enjoy and even felt 
guilty about. 
True, children are busier than 
children should be with Brownies, 
Scouts, Brigade, homework, music 
lessons and school activities, but we 
wouldn't dream of allowing them to go 
without vitamin enriched, protein for-
tified foods for we fear the results of 
malnutrition. Somehow we worry less 
about spiritual anemia. What about 
nurture in the Word for the young? 
Unless this is begun in the early years, 
it will hardly burst into a way of life 
later on. 
Hiding behind the fact that a child 
goes to Sunday School is hardly im-
pressive as simple arithmetic shows 
that actual teaching time in Sunday 
School boils down to less than 30 
minutes per week. 
In visiting a Moslem Mosque in 
Bulawayo, the priest was proud to 
show us children who spend three 
hours daily on weekdays and five on 
Saturday studying the way of Islam 
and related subjects. Jewish children 
attend faith-related classes many 
hours per week as well as regular 
school. We Christians may hope that 
our children will develop a deep faith 
by osmosis but they won't unless it 
hangs heavy in the surrounding at-
mosphere. 
I firmly believe that God's words to 
Israel as found in Deuteronomy 6:4-8 
were meant for all time. Some more 
liberal minded parents may feel that a 
child should be allowed to fchoose a 
religion when he is old enough to think 
for himself. Perchance he will stumble 
onto a meaningful thing. Are we this 
chancy with children learning the 
basics in school? Is it good enough to 
resort to trial and error in practical 
arithmetic? Imagine a poultry man 
counting dozens of eggs, one by one, 
simply because his parents refused to 
allow him to be taught multiplication 
and division as a child. 
During our recent furlough it was 
impressive that some young teens 
spent hours before TV screens ab-
sorbing the strategy of marriage 
triangles. How much time do parents 
spend showing these young people that 
there is a better way of life based on 
the Bible? Is it surprising then that 
later in life when these young adults 
find their marriages are rocking a bit, 
they resort to the unChristian ways 
which have dominated their thinking 
for so long? How can they suddenly 
find help in the Word if they don't 
know how to use it? 
In many so-called Christian homes, 
family prayers are a thing of the past. 
It was refreshing to be in a home 
where it was the rule that the 10 year 
old arose a few minutes earlier than 
necessary for getting to school on time 
— to be with the family for prayers. 
Maybe that youngster does not ap-
preciate this routine but he will as he 
grows older. It is wonderful to carry 
the memory of our parents' prayers. 
One of my cherished possessions is a 
tape of my father praying for us the 
day we left my home last September to 
return to Africa. Dad did not know I 
was taping. 
If parents are afraid to lead the 
family in any sort of spiritual exercise, 
there are many excellent helps in the 
bookstores today. One can at least 
start with the Bible stories which every 
child should have stored away. Why 
should a child know more about Bat-
man and Hans Andersen's Fairy Tales 
than the true adventures of Joseph and 
David? If you get up courage to start a 
Bible time with your family, the 
miracle will happen. You will grow 
spiritually and so will your family. The 
fact that you consider it important 
enough to take time to work it into 
your busy schedule will convince the 
child that it is important for him too. 
The unity gained from such sharing 
will help to lessen the jars in daily 
living. 
There is a danger that a family 
sharing time may become dry and 
stereotyped if imagination and spon-
taneity are not usea. Then an adverse 
reaction can be expected. Observing 
the events of the church calender can 
produce real spice especially for the 
younger family members who respond 
to visual aids. 
A memorization plan including 
both parents and children can be fun if 
the parents are good enough sports 
to page fourteen 
Evangelical Visitor 
This article is an adaptation and abridgement of a paper of the 
same title presented at the recent General Conference of the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Africa. 
The article is intended to be a factual statement of where, in the 
opinion of the writer, the church in United States and Canada is in its 
attitude towards missions. The writer has made an effort to refrain 
from passing judgement on these changes and the resultant effect on 
the mission program. It should also be pointed out that the attitudes 
stated are "popular" attitudes in contrast to "official." 
Reader response regarding the accuracy of the writer's observa-
tions and conclusions would be welcome. 
John E. Zercher 
The Church's Changing Attitude 
Towards Missions 
SEVENTY-NINE years ago, at the General Conference held in the 
Bethel Church near Abilene, Kansas, 
$5 was placed upon the table at the 
front of the church. This $5 was for 
overseas missions. 
Four years later, in 1898, the first 
missionaries from the Brethren in 
Christ Church were in Rhodesia. Fif-
teen years later, in 1913, Brethren in 
Christ missions were established in 
India. Japan was next to receive a 
Brethren in Christ mission. That was 
in 1953. In 1954 there was a mis-
sionary party in Israel. In 1955 a work 
was begun in Cuba. In 1965 work in 
the Central America nation of 
Nicaragua was established. 
The missionary presence did not 
continue in Israel or Cuba. But 
seventy-five years after the initial par-
ty of four had come to the Matopo 
Hills of Rhodesia there are Brethren 
in Christ missions (and churches) in 
Zambia, Rhodesia, Japan, India, and 
Nicaragua. The number of mis-
sionaries overseas has grown from 
four to one hundred and forty in 1968. 
In 1973 the overseas missions program 
has a staff of 120. 
Money given for overseas missions 
has grown as well. The five dollars 
given at the General Conference of 
1894 grew to $419.60 during the first 
year. In 1971 more than $440,000 was 
given to missions, the major portion of 
which went for overseas missions. The 
budget for 1972 was $447,000 and for 
1973 $450,000. 
Aware that statistics have a way of 
saying whatever the user wishes to 
have them say, I would suggest that 
the facts just given reflect several 
things: 
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1. Overseas missions have been a 
growing program for the church in 
America. In 1968 the ratio of mis-
sionary overseas to membership in the 
denomination was one to eighty. The 
work has broadened geographically 
with mission efforts presently in five 
nations. 
2. On the basis of the number of 
missionaries serving overseas and the 
monies given there has been in the last 
five years a leveling off of overseas 
missions. The growth of past years has 
reached a plateau. 
If this "plateau" is a valid observa-
tion of the overseas program what is 
the reason for it? What changes are 
taking place within the Brethren in 
Christ Church which would result in 
this occurring? 
Let me suggest a number of at-
titudes and influences which I believe 
are at work: 
First: For more and more people in 
the church the term mission no longer 
is used only for overseas work. One 
does not need to cross the ocean or 
leave the confines of United States or 
Canada to be a missionary. The 
church is rediscovering the mission 
fields in our communities. The church 
has noticed that Christ's Commission 
(Acts 1:8) includes Jerusalem and 
Judea as well as the "uttermost 
parts." 
The mission of the local community 
is seen in its relation to and within the 
context of the local community. In too 
many cases a strong overseas 
emphasis by a congregation had 
become a means of escaping the 
demands of the mission field within 
the very shadow of the church. The 
office of pastor is beginning to carry 
the respect of the church which for 
many years was shared almost ex-
clusively by evangelists and mis-
sionaries. 
Second: Closely related is the 
growing awareness of the mission 
fields in the large urban areas within 
United States and Canada. Within 
one to two hundred miles from most of 
our congregations are urban areas 
with concentrated population 
numbering in the millions — Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Toronto, New York Ci-
ty, Los Angeles — to name a few. 
In these cities there are people of 
every ethnic and racial origin. The 
breakdown of family life and com-
munity; the impact of drugs and 
crime; the absence of a true gospel 
witness mark these people as in as 
great a need of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ as those who live in more 
primitive and distant areas. 
The logical conclusion to which this 
awareness leads is: "Why go six thou-
sand miles to minister wnen such need 
exists within one or two hundred miles 
of our home churches and only several 
hours away?" 
Third: There is a change in the 
church's understanding of the call and 
ministry of the missionary. In past 
years the church saw the missionary's 
role to have a degree of permanence 
both as it relates to a life-long commit-
ment as well as the place of service. 
Mission work would be established in 
a certain location. Missionaries would 
be sent. They would stay. The work 
would grow. More missionaries would 
go. Programs and institutions would 
develop. These were, it was assumed, 
good signs. 
to page six 
CHANGING ATTITUDE 
from page five 
But the church has been asking 
some questions. Is this the New Testa-
ment pattern? Is this the way Paul 
carried out his missionary work? It 
appears as though Paul's method was 
to go to a city; proclaim the message 
of Christ; gather the believers into a 
fellowship; appoint pastors and 
teachers; and move on keeping in 
touch by letter and occasional visit. 
Those who make this observation 
may not make sufficient allowance for 
the cultural differences between the 
societies in which most modern mis-
sions work and the society to which 
Paul went, but nevertheless the need 
for the continued presence of the 
missionary is being seriously 
questioned. 
Supporting this uneasiness about 
the missionaries' presence are the ac-
counts the church hears of what 
happens when the missionary is forced 
to leave. Accounts filter back to the 
church of missionaries being forced to 
leave an area. Upon their return, or 
subsequent visit, they find a vital, 
growing, thriving church which took 
on new life during the missionaries' 
absence. The conclusion that is easy to 
come to is that there may well come a 
time when the presence of the mis-
sionary is more of a hindrance than a 
help. 
Fourth: I believe that the church in 
America has a new sense of humility. 
We, in the West, are not quite so 
certain we have all the answers. An 
honest look at our society gives little 
basis for boasting. We are learning 
that other peoples and other cultures 
have much of value. We are also 
learning that there is a difference 
between Western culture and Chris-
tian faith. 
This is an enlightening experience 
but somewhat traumatic. Thoughtful 
Christians are looking again at their 
Bible and their theology to learn what 
it is that is the essence of the Christian 
Gospel and what it is that makes a 
man or a woman a disciple of Jesus 
Christ no matter what his race, 
culture, or nationality. 
Two things develop out of this. 
There comes a searching of heart to 
determine the motive of one's going as 
a missionary. The idealism of a past 
era is no longer a sufficient motive. 
There is also a new attitude and 
appreciation for the national's expres-
sion of the gospel and a willingness to 
see this expression take form in unique 
patterns of worship and ritual and 
structure. This new sense of humility 
results in a willingness to see the 
national church express its own identi-
ty and maturity — a maturity not 
judged by Western standards nor 
guided by Western logic and ideas. 
Fifth: The church in North America 
questions if the missionary is really 
welcome in the third world. With the 
passing of colonialism, nationalism 
has come. With nationalism comes a 
sense of identity and the desire to no 
longer be overly dependent on others 
— especially those who by race or 
nationality are identified with the 
colonialism they have thrown off. 
Regardless of the validity of this 
conclusion it does result in the church 
at home saying, "If we are not wanted 
there, we will go (or stay) where we are 
needed and wanted or at least 
accepted." 
Sixth: The church — especially the 
youth — are concerned about the 
institutionalizing of the church. They 
see these institutions often becoming 
hindrances to the church in its biblical 
calling rather than a help. These in-
stitutions — schools, hospitals, 
organizations, homes — become 
kingdoms over which man rules. 
This concern with institutions which 
affects all of church life has its bearing 
upon missions and the church's at-
titude towards missions. An increasing 
number of people do not wish to be 
bound by an institution when 
preaching or teaching or just being a 
Christian presence is what they feel is 
the Christian's calling. So young peo-
ple find a ministry outside the 
traditional missionary pattern and in-
deed outside the denominational struc-
ture. 
Lastly, there is a new awareness of 
and confidence in the power and the 
sovereignty of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of the church. The Holy Spirit is 
seen as surely using the missionary but 
the Spirit of God is not bound — not 
bound by our patterns and our 
methods and our institutions. 
This awareness of the role of the 
Spirit does something in the mind of 
the church as to the expendability of 
the missionary. There is confidence 
that the Holy Spirit is at work in a 
mission setting just as He is in the 
home church and His presence is not 
determined by the missionary's 
presence. 
These changes in attitude taken 
singly or all together may not be valid 
reason to decrease overseas mission 
effort or even maintain the status quo. 
Nor may the logic used to arrive at 
these changes in attitude stand close 
scrutiny. But we would suggest that all 
of these to a lesser or greater degree 
are in ferment within the mind of the 
church today and are reflected in 
missionary vision, missionary out-
reach, and missions support by the 
church. 
We ought to be honest in these 
changes in attitudes and ask if these 
are reasons or excuses. Are we sincere 
in our recognition of changes or are we 
finding excuses to escape the demands 
of discipleship? The temptation of 
materialism and security is a subtle 
one. The servant role is not glam-
orous. 
Whatever are the changes which 
affect the context and the form of the 
church's ministry there is no escape 
from the call of Christ to go and make 
disciples, to baptize, and to teach. Nor 
can the church truly be the church 
without taking seriously Jesus' state-
ment "As the Father hast sent me, so 
send I you." 
THE WESLEYAN THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
will hold its 
9th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
at 
ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Wilmore, Kentucky 
November 2 and 3,1973 
Non-members also welcome 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE: 
Delberi R. Rose 
Asbury Seminary 
Wilmore. KY 40390 
Religious News 
Amount Spent For Alcohol Double 
That For Religion and Welfare 
Americans spent two and a half times as 
much on alcoholic beverages last year as 
they did on religious and welfare projects, 
according to the vice president of the 
National Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union. 
Addressing a "home protection" con-
ference group in connection with the 99th 
annual WCTU convention, Mrs. T. Roy 
Jarrett reported that in 1972, "expen-
ditures for alcoholic beverages, which are 
consumed by about 78 million adults over 
18 years of age, amounted to $25,669 
billion . . . or more than $329 per capita." 
In contrast, she said, "expenditures for 
religious and welfare activities in 1972 
amounted to only $10,096 billion, in-
dicating the American public's insen-
sitiveness to their own spiritual needs, and 
to the economic needs of our less for-
tunate brothers." 
Amnesty, Greater Role For Women 
Get Endorsement From Mennonites 
Amnesty and the ordination of women 
were among the prominent topics on the 
agenda of the biennial General Assembly 
of the Mennonite Church held at Eastern 
Mennonite College. 
The delegates voted to support "univer-
sal amnesty by the U.S. government to all 
American citizens who in expressing their 
disapproval of the current war in In-
dochina disobeyed the Selective Service 
laws." 
They also approved a letter, from the 
denomination's headquarters in Rose-
mont, Illinois, expressing thanks to the 
Canadian government for giving sanctuary 
to U.S. war resisters. 
Hiroshima Anniversary is Marked 
With Call to End Nuclear Tests 
The 28th anniversary of the dropping of 
an atomic bomb over Hiroshima was 
marked by a call from Hiroshima's Mayor 
Setso Yamadan for.an end to all nuclear 
testing. 
Some 20,000 people converged at the 
spot over which the American atomic 
bomb exploded on the morning of August 
6, 1945, and held a minute of silence in 
memory of victims of the massive blast. 
In a brief speech, Mayor Yamadan 
denounced the French above-ground 
nuclear tests in the South Pacific as 
"anachronistic," and demanded that the 
United States, the Soviet Union, and 
China stop all testing of nuclear devices. 
Judge Frees War Protesters 
Who Prayed at White House 
"To be singled out and prosecuted . . . to 
do no more than read a prayer from the 
Bible . . ." 
With these emotion-charged words, 
Superior Court Judge Charles W. Halleck, 
who agreed that there was "White House 
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pressure" behind their prosecution, refused 
to sentence six women arrested for 
entering the White House on a tour and 
kneeling to pray for the end of U.S. 
bombing in Cambodia. 
Sen. Harold Hughes 
To Leave Politics 
For Lay Post With Foundations 
Iowa Democratic Senator Harold 
Hughes has announced he will not seek re-
election next year in order to "take up 
work as a religious lay worker." 
The burly ex-truck driver who became 
governor of his state then its senator, plans 
to join both the Fellowship Foundation 
and International Christian Leadership, 
both of Washington, D.C. 
His main interests will be alcoholism 
and drugs. Friends say the Senator's own 
beliefs contain a good deal of mysticism, 
although he is a member of the United 
Methodist Church. 
Evangelical Leaders Planning 
Declaration of Social Concern 
Nationally known evangelical leaders 
will gather in Chicago Nov. 23-25 for a 
Thanksgiving workshop during which they 
will prepare a Declaration on Evangelicals 
and Social Concern. 
In announcing the strategy session, 
which will take place at the Wabash Street 
YMCA, Dr. Ronald J. Sider, acting direc-
tor of Messiah College in Philadelphia, 
commented: 
"A development of historic significance 
has clearly occurred in the last decade. 
Eight years ago the 'Death of God' 
theology captured national headlines; 
today Key 73 and the Jesus People have 
replaced that deceased fad. A conservative 
religious tide is sweeping the country. 
Theological conservatives constitute a 
'new religious majority.' " 
In this respect, Dr. Sider said, the 
workshop will tackle one major question: 
"How can evangelicals best meet the 
challenge of this new development and 
take advantage of this historic opportunity 
to proclaim the entire biblical message of 
concern for the whole man?" 
Carl Mclntire Foiled In 
First Attempt to Dedicate 
Pirate Radio Station WFRA 
Carl Mclntire's attempt to inaugurate 
"Radio Free America" on a converted 
World War II Navy minesweeper three 
miles off the coast near Cape May, N. J., 
was foiled by the 21-year-old captain who 
refused to let the preacher and his party off 
the chartered ferry boat in international 
waters. The establishment of a 10,000-
watt transmitter for station WFRA on the 
anchored ship was Mr. Mclntire's answer 
to the Federal Communications Commis-
sion closing of his Media, Pa., station 
WXUR July 5 because of failure to 
provide both sides of issues. 
He had arranged to make the first taping 
on August 30 a gala affair, but the ferry 
captain said his license would not permit 
anyone to board another ship off his in 
international waters. He had thought he 
was only to sail by and give the party a 
look at the station. 
Following a heated exchange, during 
which Mr. Mclntire used a bullhorn, Cap-
tain Ron Laskey returned his passengers 
— including a contingent of newsmen — to 
shore where Mclntire taped his first broad-
cast in his hotel room. 
Marxist Youth Festival 
Shows Signs of Greater 
Tolerance of Religion 
Christian youth were tolerated on the 
fringes of the 10th World Youth Festival, 
a Marxist event held in East Berlin that 
had always before been militantly anti-
religious. 
Some church leaders have hopes that the 
more tolerant stance will lead to relaxation 
of anti-religious pressures in Marxist 
circles. 
Some 200,000 young people attended 
the festival, 120,000 of them from the 
German Democratic Republic and the 
other 80,000 from throughout the world — 
140 countries. 
Report Shows Grass-Roots Want 
Mission Groups to Stress Gospel 
Missions agencies that emphasize the 
proclamation of the gospel while caring for 
the needs of suffering people will get the 
greatest share of voluntary support funds 
in the future, according to the 10th edition 
of the Mission Handbook issued in 
Monrovia, Calif. 
Prepared by the Mission Advanced 
Research and Communication Center 
(MARC) of World Vision International, a 
non-denominational agency, the 400-page 
volume contains 20 interpretive essays on 
various aspects of missions and detailed 
descriptions of 600 agencies. 
Edward R. Dayton and William L. 
Needham of MARC, who prepared an 
essay on "Changes and Trends in 
Missions" based on questionnaires, 
reported that there are signs of a grass-
roots demand that the church "get on with 
the preaching of the Gospel andspend less 
time and energy in 'social involvement." 
Other findings contained in the Dayton-
Needham report include indications that 
short-term ministries are on the rise, that 
Third World Christians are increasingly 
operating their own mission activities, and 
that missions agencies are bringing staff 
salaries more in line with secular salary 
levels and fringe benefits of U.S. com-
panies. 
Names in the News 
U.S. Senator Mark O. Hatfield has been 
elected to World Vision International's 
Board of Directors. Hatfield has been 
outspoken in his belief that the wisdom 
and compassion needed to solve the 
world's problems cannot be found in any 
person or place other than in the power of 
God working through men. 
The Board of Control of Concordia 
Seminary, major theological school of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, has 
voted to suspend the school's president, the 
Rev. John H. Tietjen. But the suspension 
will not become effective until the board 
determines the legality of the suspension 
procedures and Mr. Tietjen will continue 
as president in the meantime. 
They Desire to Worship 
Marilyn Ebersole 
HP RUST ME, I know the way over 
the unmarked dirt roads to Silikwe 
II. Actually, there are guide "signs." 
We turn to the left on the first road 
after the school which is built high on 
the rocks. At another fork in the road, 
we know we have turned correctly 
because the mountain is on our left. 
The thirty-five miles go slowly as we 
must brake frequently to avoid ruts 
and animals. Finally, after more than 
an hour of traveling, we turn off onto a 
footpath and follow it, dodging trees 
and bushes. Several hundred yards 
later, we arrive. 
The pastor at this church, Josiah 
Mpala, and his wife, greet us. As the 
congregation begins to arrive, we sit 
and talk. The Mpalas were married in 
1948 by uMfundisi Mann. "God has 
blessed us with eleven children," 
Mpala tells us. The Silikwe II con-
gregation was formed in 1963. The 
nearest church was too far away so 
The writer is a laboratory technician at 
Mtshabezi Hospital, Rhodesia. 
they decided to form a congregation 
under a tree, with Mpala as pastor. 
He takes us around the church and 
shows us the rocks under the large 
spreading tree where they met for 
many years. But meeting outside is not 
very satisfactory when it rains or when 
goats or cattle stray there to enjoy the 
shade also during the service. So the 
congregation made bricks and raised 
$24 to pay a local builder to erect a 
church. The pastor, a carpenter, put 
the roof on. Mpala proudly shows us 
the 17' x 36' structure with six win-
dows and two doors. There are no 
panes in the window frames nor doors 
in the door frames, but perhaps later 
there will be money for these. He 
points to the dirt floor where several 
young girls are cleaning out dung left 
by animals who used the church 
during the week. He said that they 
have saved almost enough money to 
cement the floor. 
The church is furnished with in-
genuity. The pulpit is the bottom half 
of a 40-gallon drum turned upside 
down. The pastor's pew is two buckets 
upturned. The pews for the congrega-
tion are split logs balanced on bricks. 
We must be careful how we sit, I 
observed later in the service, as your 
log can slip off the bricks and dump 
you unceremoniously. 
The two pieces of iron striking each 
other calls about fifty people who 
assemble for worship. Our hearts are 
They Were Conscious 
of My Handicap 
OR 
Not So in Heaven 
T WALKED down the aisle of the church to find an 
•*• empty seat. It was already full with ladies of various 
denominations in the area. There was a place on the 
second bench to the front. Trying to slip in and not be 
noticed was futile. I was conscious of all eyes looking at 
me. My handicap drew their attention. Hoping they would 
forget about it I sat down quickly. But I knew — even my 
quick movements of getting to my seat only pointed out 
more clearly — I was different. 
The service began. Various ladies took turns un-
burdening their hearts on the chosen topic: "Do not hide 
your light under the table, but put it on top of the table so 
it will shine and people will see your fruit and praise your 
Father which is in heaven." As each lady came to the front 
she started a chorus as soon as she left her seat. 
Automatically the audience stood to sing along as she 
came forward (an excellent way to eliminate the possibility 
of becoming tired sitting during ten messages). 
8 
When the speaker was in position, everyone sat down. 
Very quietly and slowly each speaker began with such a 
low volume and such a cautious spirit I wondered if surely 
she would not be capable of giving her speech. Then I 
reprimanded myself for such a thought, as the volume 
increased and the thoughts poured forth with many strong 
gestures to emphasize each point. Her quiet and slow 
speech at first showed her respect for others and humility 
of not being important enough to be at the front instruc-
ting them. My, / must appear so crude and artificial to 
them! If I were chosen to speak, I would begin immediate-
ly to speak loudly in order to be heard, and my hands 
would be "tied" while I stood in a more formal pose and 
depended upon well-organized thoughts to attract the 
attention of my listeners. 
Singing began — then suddenly I realized the place on 
the bench near me was still empty, yet others had been 
searching for places to sit. Why did not someone sit near 
me? I knew, and I pushed it back in the section of my mind 
labeled "unpleasant to meditate on." It was my handicap. 
I comforted myself that some of the Brethren in Christ 
church ladies from Nguboyenja who were present would 
not wait to be invited to sit here. We had sat on mats 
together, laughed and ate together, studied the Bible and 
sewed together, cried at funerals together and visited each 
other when sick. Just a few weeks ago several of them 
boarded a bus and traveled to visit me when I was sick, 
bringing a gift of cabbage, a pumpkin and $ 1 . . 5 to buy 
"matches" [household needs] which they had collected 
among themselves. Just now as I looked around, one of 
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warmed as we worship with them, 
joining in song and prayer. We receive 
a new appreciation for them and their 
desire to worship as we realize most of 
them walked from one to three miles 
in the hot sun, and as we remember 
their labor, ingenuity and efforts to 
raise money for the building. They 
have a reason to be proud of their 
church. Someday we must return to 
see the completely finished building. 
This year the Banmankhi Youth Retreat was 
held while the missionaries were on holiday in 
Landour. Upon his return, Harvey Sider suggested 
a writing contest to tell about the meeting. The 
following was his choice of the best entry. 
Samuel Hembrome is the son of Patras Hem-
brome, Banmankhi regional superintendent. Since 
January, he has been working in the literature 
center in Saharsa, Jiwan Jyoti. 
Banmankhi Youth Camp Samuel Hembrome 
(PHOTO BY HARVEY SIDER) 
Again this year, in mid-June, the 
9th annual Brethren in Christ Youth 
Retreat was held at Banmankhi. 
During these three days approximate-
ly 150 young people gathered to share 
inspiration and fellowship. In fact, 
everything seemed so good, we felt 
that we should keep going day and 
night. When the last day came, no one 
wanted to go home; everyone thought 
we should continue longer in this 
atmosphere. 
Two speakers gave us a lot to think 
about. Rev. John Mandle of the Free 
Will Baptist, next church east of us, 
and Rev. H. K. Paul preached. One of 
the most impressive sermons was on 
the rich young ruler, pointing out his 
good qualities but also where he failed 
to follow Christ. All of us were 
challenged to follow where our Lord 
leads and let Him truly be the Lord of 
our lives. We were challenged to a 
deeper prayer life and to more intense-
ly study the Word. 
We also enjoyed the good food, and 
especially the fellowship meetings in 
the evenings. These were informal and 
given over to singing and expression of 
the Christian life. Sometimes this 
lasted late into the night. The relaxa-
tion of the evening volleyball and 
game times was fun for all. 
This was a time of spiritual renewal. 
The youth could return to their 
villages and share more effectively the 
"Light of Life" with those still in 
darkness. 
—Samuel Hembrome 
Translated by Harvey Sider 
these ladies who knew me unashamedly raised up high off 
her seat and waved to me out over the congregation. They 
had become almost blind to my handicap — but most of 
these today were total strangers around me, and did not 
assume they could crowd on the bench with rrle. 
As I felt more and more conspicuous with an empty seat 
beside me I reached out and tenderly touched another seat 
seeker who was then in the aisle. I smiled — warmly, I 
think (or was it apologetically?) — and invited her to sit 
with me. She accepted with a smile. Now I felt better. 
Groups began bringing gifts to the front, to the one they 
were welcoming into their circle. One group began a very 
rhythmic song just outside the door. It was the 
Nguboyenja group. They danced and clapped as they 
entered the back door and brought their gift forward. My 
presence did not make them self-conscious. Their thick 
Bibles held in one hand and beat upon by the other made 
wonderful substitutes for drums. 
Soon others began to join in the enthusiasm. But those 
around me were not entering in so wholeheartedly. They 
felt uncomfortable with me there. I knew that my han-
dicap was causing them to wonder, "Will she approve? 
What does she think of us?" I was clapping my hands, but 
then clapped them more enthusiastically. My "problem" 
placed inhibitions upon me which prevented me from 
doing more. I saw those around glance at me, then seeing 
my actions, began unreservedly to join the happy group in 
their marching. Good, I thought, their consciousness of me 
is gradually disappearing. I too gave my gift, but the free 
atmosphere gave way to a quiet feeling of curiosity — 
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"what did she give?" Why must I cause this? Why do they 
see me as different? I want only to be one of them. 
I nodded my head and said "Umm" with the audience 
as I agreed with the next speakers. I saw some glance and 
smile at me. I felt them thinking, "I believe you under-
stand our language." 
Those moving about quietly curtsied as they passed in 
front while the speakers were talking. If I needed to pass in 
front, I would probably awkwardly break the silence by 
saying, "Excuse me, excuse me." Their quiet action was 
sufficient. And as we stood for a song, those holding babies 
who could not stand held their hands up as if saying "my 
heart is standing." Babies' cries and coos, on backs and 
laps, punctuated the program. 
The meeting was coming to an end. I wondered if these 
strangers had become less conscious of my handicap. I 
wanted it to be that way, // possible. 
We began to leave the church. All talked and laughed. 
Around me came many to chat together of children, the 
good meeting, the church and the drought. They had 
become less conscious of my handicap, yet experience had 
taught me that no one would completely forget that I was 
different. I had lived with my "problem" in this country 
for 10 years. In my own country I was less noticeable. But 
surely, as these people put forth effort and as I continue to 
try to identify — as they serve God and I serve the same 
God — my white face will not remain so noticeable. At 
least in heaven I'm sure it will not be. 
—Eleanor Ginder, 
Rhodesia 
Interval in India 
Doris Cober 
"My impressions on reaching 
Calcutta? Well, roads clogged with 
people, rickshaws, cows, ox carts — 
everything but automobiles! Men 
doing hard work just with brute force, 
such as the men I saw pushing heavily-
loaded carts on the bridge over the 
Hooghly River. People living in can-
vas lean-tos along public roads, 
sleeping on the pavement, bathing at 
wells and hydrants along the street. 
Beggars following us, taunting . . . I 
remember one little girl carrying a tiny 
baby, asking for 'baksheesh' [a gift]. 
The pungent odors wafting out from 
open food shops on the edge of the 
roads." 
Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover, in the 
middle of his first visit to India, was 
chatting about his impressions. Chair-
man of the Board for Missions of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, he has a 
background of travel experience in 
Haiti, Central and South America — 
as well as Japan and Indonesia on this 
trip. Also, the habit of keen observa-
tion arising from his years of teaching 
and study of biology and ecology gave 
him penetrating insights as he 
enthusiastically absorbed impressions 
in this Eastern culture. 
Leaving Calcutta and traveling 
north to Bihar, he and Rev. Earl 
Musser (Director of Overseas 
Missions) there spent time with 
Brethren in Christ church leaders and 
laymen. 
" I enjoyed the friendliness, 
openness and courtesy of the Indian 
tribals; the lack of facade; the ability 
to be themselves without pretenses. I 
have a good feeling — I am satisfied 
— about the growth of the tribal 
church," he said. "The way the church 
is growing, with more Santals and 
Uraons being won to Christ by their 
families, is good. 
"But I do have a concern that they 
may not be spoiled by taking on too 
complex an organizational pattern for 
their church body. I think it should be 
patterned as much as possible after 
their tribal government. Also, not too 
much emphasis should be put on con-
structing conventional church 
buildings, but rather the Indians 
should be allowed to make simple 
meeting places that fit in with their 
style of living." 
After leaving India, Dr. Kenneth Hoover and 
Rev. Earl Musser, flew on to Zambia. Following 
the 75th Anniversary Celebration at Matopo 
{Rhodesia) Dr. Hoover returned to America. 
Brother Musser remained in Africa to return 
home in early October. 
To the question, What are your 
feelings about how the church is 
taking responsibility in this turn-over 
period, with the mission advising 
rather than leading, he replied, "I 
believe the church is ready to assume 
more responsibility — no group is ever 
'perfectly' ready. It is high time that 
they do take over the leadership. 
"We must be understanding if 
everything is not as efficient as former-
ly. Perhaps we in the West place too 
much emphasis on efficiency! Leaders 
will emerge, and the church will go 
forward." 
Are there any other observations 
about the church you would like to 
make? 
"Yes. I do not see strong evidence 
that the mission institutions have had 
a significant impact on the growth of 
the church. While there is definite need 
for humanitarian service with a Chris-
tian witness, we must keep our 
priorities clear. Evangelism, and the 
teaching and nurture of new believers, 
are central. Relief giving, although 
good and necessary to help those who 
are in need, is not in itself a church-
building act. We must help mainly to 
build the church in India." 
Have you had an unusual ex-
perience here you would like to tell? 
"For pure, frightening shock, this 
experience (which happened more 
than once!): Driving on these narrow 
roads in a jeep, we see an overloaded 
bus with peQple sticking out the sides 
and perched on top, coming straight at 
us . . . until the last minute, then 
quickly darting to the side! I won't 
forget that!" 
He chuckled as he observed that so 
far he had escaped unscathed. Then he 
added, "I would like to say that I feel 
missionaries in India have been living 
on a sacrificial basis, marooned from 
fellowship. I think it takes personal 
stamina and dedication to stay on." 
During the short time Dr. Hoover 
was in Bihar, he learned first-hand 
about the unpredictable way of life 
that exists here. Trying to visit a 
Santal village by jeep, they found a 
day-long downpour had made mud 
roads almost impassable, and they had 
to turn back. Later, setting out for an 
Uraon village, the jeep gave a sudden 
groan and stopped. Said Dr. Hoover, 
"I never heard a vehicle die like that 
before!" So the men had to trudge 
through the rain to shelter. 
Came time to leave Bihar for 
Allahabad, and trains all over India 
were not running on schedule because 
of a strike. Trying to telephone to a 
nearby city, it was discovered that 
telephone lines were out of commis-
sion. Also, the electricity seemed to 
sense that visitors from abroad were in 
the vicinity, and was off more than it 
was on. 
However, such minor details failed 
to prevent Dr. Hoover from being his 
usual outgoing, enthusiastic self. After 
two tiring days of board meetings, he 
was eager to go hiking — looking for 
birds that he had never seen before. 
Dr. Hoover, we enjoyed your inter-
val with us! 
Indian women near Saroipali help build a reservoir to catch and hold water during the rainy season. 
(MCC photograph by Maynard Shelly.) 
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Getting BACK Into the Word 
Donald Bastian 
A HIGH SCHOOL Freshman put 
-^her Reach Out paraphrase of the 
New Testament into my hands two 
weeks ago. I thumbed its pages and 
discovered they were generously 
marked in vivid blue ink — here a 
verse underlined, there a word boxed. 
I've heard members of this new 
generation of Christians speak often 
of "getting into the Word." Judging 
by the appearance of one of their New 
Testaments, they not only talk about 
it, they do it. 
It makes me want to speak to the 
older generation of Christians, those 
of us who have more than a decade of 
time to our credit and who have come 
to feel comfortable in the category. 
I've discovered that if our daily use 
of the Bible isn't periodically 
revitalized we're in trouble. A dull 
routine sets in which may easily slip 
into no more than a fading memory. 
My freshman friend is "getting into 
the Word." And you? Do you ever feel 
the need to get back into the Word? 
Ideas to ponder 
If so, here are some ideas to ponder. 
They may help you get a fresh view of 
what the Bible is and what it is for and 
may offer some basic requirements for 
really getting into it. 
First, think of the Bible as the book in 
which God addresses you personally. 
You may have thought of the Bible 
as an encounter with chapter and verse 
numbers, archaic words, and funny 
sounding names like Mahershalal-
hashbaz. 
If so, no wonder your ardor has 
cooled. When looked at this way, the 
Bible can become as forbidding to the 
average man as an old set of Hasting's 
Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics. 
Hasting's is full of valuable informa-
tion, but who turns to it for daily 
sustenance? 
You'll be better off to think of the 
Bible as the narrative of God's 
dealings with men in history. Chapters 
and verses are helpful markers. The 
Mahershalalhashbazes are part of the 
The writer is minister of the College Church, 
Greenville College, Greenville, Illinois. 
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story. But the leading actor is God, 
and since He is the living God, He who 
spoke then speaks now. 
In a word, you have a right to come 
to your daily Bible reading expecting 
an encounter with the living God. 
When you do, the Bible cannot remain 
dull to you. 
Second, when you read your Bible, 
expect God to address you in judg-
ment as well as mercy. 
"We dismiss the Bible," says 
Robert McAfee Brown, "not because 
it is out-of-date but because it is much 
too up-to-date; it describes far too 
accurately who we are and where we 
have gone wrong." 
It may seem contradictory to you 
for a Christian to read the Bible to 
learn where he has gone wrong. Is he 
not a child of God, fully forgiven, and 
"in Christ"? 
Though all this is true, it is also true 
that God deals with His children much 
as Jesus dealt with His disciples. He 
chided them for unbelief, admonished 
them not to become hosts to the 
Pharisaic spirit, and was indignant 
with them when they wanted to turn 
the children away from Him. 
If we expect from the Bible only 
words of reassurance, we will ex-
perience only half its ministry to us. 
Expecting only this may even cause us 
to come to it in smugness, a sure way 
to dampen our interest. But if we come 
expecting reproof and correction as 
well, we will experience its whole 
ministry and begin to know the full 
range of the love of God. Every Chris-
tian who comes in this frame of mind 
begins to experience the Bible as a 
precious — though often probing — 
book. 
Third, reexamine the details of your 
daily experience with the Bible. 
Details always matter for those who 
want to do th ings well . In 
photography, for example, attention 
to detail separates the professional 
from the amateur. 
It is so in reading the Bible. If you 
put in time with small benefits, it may 
be that you are being careless about 
small but important details. 
Do you have a place where you go 
regularly to commune with God 
through the Scriptures? One college 
student refused to be thwarted by 
crowded conditions. He finally found 
quietness in a furnace room. 
Whenever possible you should go to 
the same place every day; and in our 
kind of world, finding that place may 
take creative searching. But if the 
college student could do it, why not 
you? 
Do you have a time you guard 
jealously — preferably the same time 
each day and during the freshest part 
of the day? A young woman could not 
make sense of her Bible early in the 
morning. So she started her day with a 
short prayer of commitment and then 
halved her lunch hour, taking thirty 
minutes for lunch and thirty minutes 
for her Bible. 
Read systematically. Finish one 
book of the Bible before beginning 
another. Alternate between Old and 
New Testaments, keeping the stronger 
emphasis on the New without neglect1-
ing the Old. Ask your minister for a 
schedule to follow so you can read the 
Bible through in a year. 
When it comes to daily Bible 
reading, system does matter. Stick 
with one plan until you find a better 
one. Dabbling in the Bible is a sure 
way to quench your interest. 
Intensify attention 
Do you use techniques to make 
yourself interact with what you read? 
One Bible lover I know overprints. He 
buys editions with tough paper, and 
when he comes to a passage that seems 
to offer help, he prints over the words 
letter by letter as if he were writing the 
words himself. He says it slows him 
down and makes him think. 
There are many ways to intensify 
attention: underlining, outlining, 
paraphrasing, note-taking. One of 
these must be suited to your needs. 
Find it and use it diligently until you 
get to the state where you never feel 
comfortable reading the Bible without 
a pencil in your hand. 
All sorts of new Christians are 
"getting into the Word" these days. 
And not a few long-standing 
Christians who have gone through 
barren years are "getting back into the 
Word." 
This is one phase in a quiet Chris-
tian renewal affecting every corner of 
the continent. Young and old alike are 
getting caught up in it. If the Holy 
Spirit breathes desire into your heart 
to get back into the Word, today is the 
day to begin. 





H|ANK AND LILA JOHNSON (these names are changed), like 
millions of Americans today, are 
caught up in the leisure craze. They 
used to attend church regularly, 
teaching classes and singing in the 
choir, among other things. Their 
children used to participate in all the 
youth activities. Now, every non-
working day the family heads for the 
open road with their camper, boat, 
motor scooters, and other hobby-time 
gear, worshiping only occasionally 
wherever the path may lead them. 
Perhaps you have not yet suc-
cumbed to the pull of leisure-time 
pursuits, but beware. Leisure, a situa-
tion of disposable time, energy, and 
income, has been called the greatest 
challenge facing people today, and 
Christians are not excluded. 
Sociologist Walter L. Stone contends 
that the impact of leisure on the 
behavior and habits of man the last 
half of this century will be greater than 
the impact of science on religion 
during the century's first half. 
For ten years now technology has 
been updating the business and labor 
front by making it possible to produce 
more in less time, thus reducing 
working hours. As a result, workers 
have had a progressive shortening of 
the work -week and an increasing 
number of paid holidays and longer 
vacations. What's more, retirement — 
those go-fishing-and-do-as-you-like 
days — is arriving sooner than any 
time before in history. 
What's the answer? Whether your 
leisure time amounts to a few spare 
minutes or whether it clumps into 
weeks and years, how can you use it 
wisely? The key word is balance. And 
below are balance guidelines suggested 
by many experts I consulted, as well as 
tips I've gathered from friends and 
acquaintances who are learning to 
enjoy a reasonable amount of free-
time success. Select what fits your 
unique situation of time, strength, and 
income: 
What is balance? Dr. Eric Berne, 
author of The Mind in Action, 
describes human beings as "colorful 
energy systems full of dynamic 
strivings" that constantly reach out 
for a state of tranquility or balance 
whether they realize it or not. Off-
balance we are tense, irritable, 
restless, and anxious; on balance we 
are at peak performance, mentally, 
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physically, and, for the Christian, 
spiritually. Without proper balance in 
our lives, all our activities and our 
relationships with others suffer. The 
saying that "all work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy" puts it mildly. 
Take, for example, the husband who 
enjoys nothing but work. Such an 
attitude not only kills the man but it 
kills the wife and children, too. One 
woman whose husband worked all 
week, Sundays (whenever he could 
squeeze it in), and holidays, went 
along with the idea when the 
youngsters were small, hoping that 
their growing bank account would 
reach a satisfying limit. That time 
never came. 
She confided, "Shorter weeks and 
long weekends only gave Bill the op-
portunity to play around with a second 
business. The children and I have 
always handled all the chores at home, 
including yard work and painting and 
decorating. Over the years, my hus-
band and I became strangers. To 
discuss changing things meant 
arguments that were futile." 
These people were church attenders, 
tithers, and good citizens. But the 
home situation became so acute that 
the wife consulted her clergyman. In 
time, the minister discovered that Bill 
made work his entire goal in life. 
Whatever he did, he was "in business" 
for himself. Even Bill's sparse social 
life, which included an occasional 
speaking engagement in Christian 
businessmen's groups, excluded his 
wife and children. When the wife 
objected, Bill rebuked her by saying, 
"This is for God." Needless to say, the 
unbalanced attitude in this home 
produced an unhappy marriage. 
Proper balance in marriage means 
sharing leisure time. The wife who 
stays home shares little in her 
husband's career because he is gone all 
day and at night is reluctant to discuss 
it, either because it takes too much 
explaining or because he wants to 
escape it. The wife's daily routines can 
be told in ten minutes. So to enjoy 
each other's company husbands and 
wives have to spend their leisure time 
together. 
Consider the balance in leisure that 
mental health experts term "mindless 
activity." This is activity that requires 
no heavy thinking but which is in-
volving enough to keep the mind 
relatively free — thoughtless. One 
man I knew, an accountant whose 
mind whirled like a top all day long, 
enjoyed playing Scrabble with himself 
at night. "I wanted to take a few Bible 
correspondence courses," he said, 
"but I need to unwind at night. 
Somehow putting words together 
eased the tension enough to have 
pleasant evenings. My wife, God bless 
her, understands, and I know God 
does, too." 
What other type of mindless activity 
provides balance? Whatever is in-
volving enough for the person to enjoy 
doing it without getting too serious. It 
might be knitting, needlepoint, pain-
ting, fishing, or bird watching. Dr. 
Theodore I. Rubin, author of The 
Winner's Notebook, calls it "a superb 
supplement to sleeping," no matter 
how well one may sleep. He warns, 
however, that when an activity 
develops "any kind of burdensome 
goals," it no longer serves its mindless 
purpose. 
Balance includes decision. Consider 
housewives who may be as busy as the 
proverbial paperhanger with their 
cooking, cleaning, and caring for 
husbands and children. Authorities 
say they still owe themselves time for 
reading, studying, and cultivating a 
hobby or skill. They need this both for 
today and the years ahead. 
What about balance in such leisure 
investments as a recreational vehicle? 
Why have such an item if you don't 
use it? Well, as I see it, it's the same 
difference between an organ in a 
church and one in a tavern. There is 
nothing wrong with the organ; it's how 
it is played that counts. The Christian 
gives account to God both for his 
leisure time and his work. 
One family I know use their travel 
trailer profitably by taking it to church 
conventions, youth rallies, and visiting 
friends around the countryside. Back 
home, the trailer serves as a second 
house for trips to their farm. On 
several occasions, the children of the 
family have slept in the trailer so that 
visiting missionaries could have their 
bedrooms. "We're thrilled with the 
fun of trailer life," the husband told 
me, "but we don't let it interfere with 
our duties to God and the church." 
Balance in leisure, whether it fills 
the gap of a few hours, weekends, 
vacations, or retirement years, is the 
secret for using it wisely. With more 
and more free time available, it 
behooves people of every age to take 
inventory of these moments they will 
one day talk over with the Lord. One 
saintly old man used to say, "I could 
count watermelon seeds forever; but I 
just don't know how Jesus would feel 
about it." 
Abridged and reprinted from These Times. 
Used by permission. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Youth 
Summer Service Sentiments--1973 
Summer Service is a program for youth sponsored by the Board of 
Christian Education. During the summer interested young people are 
assigned for service at mission points. They volunteer their time and 
help pay their travel expenses. 
In 1973 28 youth — 17 girls and 11 boys — were assigned at eight 
locations. Youth served at Camp Lakeview, Mile High Pines Camp, 
Montreal Lake Children's Home, Messiah College-Philadelphia Cam-
pus, Navajo Mission, Life Line Mission, Camp Brookhaven, and 
Niagara Holiness Camp. 
The following are reports from some of the young people who 
participated in Summer Service. They were asked to share their feelings 
about their Summer Service experience and were asked whether they 
would recommend Summer Service to a friend. 
Ken Abell 
Camp Brookhaven 
Yes, I would recommend Summer Service to a friend 
because I learned and grew spiritually as a result of my 
experiences. I couldn't begin to relate all my experiences. 
As a result of working with the kids from New York City I 
feel the Lord could be leading me into missionary work 
with kids like that. There is a great work to be done with 
the kids from the city. Five days at camp were not enough 
to really help the kids out. Sure they all had a good time 




My Summer Service experience is one that can never be 
replaced or forgotten. I didn't realize how different 
children in the city were from those I've known in the 
country. I have really grown as a result of Summer 
Service. The first week I gave devotions. I was very 
nervous, but by the last week I talked to the girls with ease. 
I've grown to be a better witness for Jesus. Each new week 
was very tiring and you knew you couldn't stand on your 
own. I learned to depend on Jesus so much that month. 
This is how I grew much closer to Him. I've gotten more 
of the love that Christ had. It was easy to love many of the 
kids but some weren't so easy to love. To love the bad ones 
you knew you had to have a greater love within you than 
you could have given. This love is the love of Christ. 
Yes, I would recommend Summer Service to a friend. 
Karen Lehman 
Camp Lakeview 
I am glad I signed up for Summer Service. It was a very 
rewarding experience. Learning to live with different 
people helped to round off some rough spots in my life. 
I helped in counseling the first week. If I would have 
been made to counsel on my own I would have been scared 
stiff. As it was I enjoyed counseling and would probably be 
willing to try it on my own. This also helped to draw me 
closer to the Lord. 
I think Summer Service is worthwhile. I would definite-
ly recommend it to a friend. In fact I am going to 




As I look back on my Summer Service experience, I'm 
really glad I decided to go. It's hard to imagine all that I 
would have missed by not going. One of the things I 
appreciated most was getting to know the mission staff and 
families. I was also glad for the opportunity to get to know 
the other team members better. Since we're from the same 
church, we knew each other before, but not nearly as well 
as we know each other now. It was also an educational 
experience in that I had a chance to travel and learn about 
a different culture. I would definitely recommend Summer 
Service to a friend. 
Keith Lauver 
Mile High Pines Camp 
It was an experience I will never forget as long as I live. 
I became good friends with so many people that it was 
hard to leave. The girls were very friendly and made you 
feel welcome and I felt welcome. If anyone has the chance 
to serve in any Summer Service station you would love it 
while you're there and you would never forget it when you 
leave. 
Carol Byers 
Messiah College-Philadelphia Campus 
It was work but a lot of fun and excitement. I loved the 
big city. I wished I would have signed up for four weeks 
instead of two. The result of my assignment was that I 
learned to cook new things and how to live in the city. I 
would recommend the Summer Service to any young 
person who likes excitement. 
Judy Hege 
Camp Lakeview 
I really enjoyed Summer Service a great deal. I think I 
really grew up a lot by just going ahead and helping where 
you see help needed. You had a certain responsibility — 
like I worked in the kitchen — that you were to do. If 
anything needed done you just went and did it. 
Yes, I would recommend it to a friend. I really enjoyed 
myself and loved it. You could just feel God working at the 
camp every day and every minute. 
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FLOPPY DOLLS 
from page four 
to keep their cool when the small 
fry pass them up in learning speed. 
The late Dr. Laubauch suggested that 
the hundreds of little chinks of time in 
our day, when our minds are not 
actively engaged, could be used in this 
m e m o r y g a m e . W h i l e d o i n g a 
repetitive job, driving the car, walking, 
washing dishes or the car — there are 
countless times when our minds have 
time to wander. 
I agree with the one who said that 
service mindedness begins in the home 
when children very early learn which 
are the important things in life. 
Do we love God and His Word 
enough to make a sufficient time and 
place for Him in our "ra t - racy" lives, 
or are we too busy loving our floppy 
dolls? 
Church News CQNFERENCES 
Atlantic 
Pastors' Retreat 
The Atlantic Conference Pastors ' 
Retreat was held in the new Eisenhower 
Building at Messiah College June 25-27. 
There were 59 pastors and wives registered 
in addition to the speakers plus a few 
invited guests. Everyone was housed in the 
Sollenberger Residence on the campus. 
Bishop C. B. Byers hosted the con-
ference. It was planned so that the 
schedule would permit time for recreation, 
as well as relaxed fellowship around the 
dining room tables and at the snack 
counter following the evening programs. 
Dr. Marion J. Heisey, psychologist and 
superintendent of the Navajo Mission, 
Bloomfield, New Mexico, was the resource 
person for the retreat, sharing insights into 
pastoral and group counselling. Rev. Luke 
L. Reefer, Sr., led the group in the morn-
ing devotional messages from II Timothy 
1 and 2. Rev. George Kimber, a member 
of the Messiah College faculty shared with 
the pastors in a session on expository 
preaching. There was a separate session 
for the wives at the same time led by Dr. 
Heisey. A most delightful evening session 
was devoted to a skit, planned by the 
ladies, entitled "Joy in the Parsonage." 
A r e t r e a t c o m m i t t e e drew up 
Resolutions of Appreciation to the College 
for the use of their facilities and the 
Church Boards for providing funds for 
pastors and wives to attend. 
The Retreat concluded with the Lord's 
Supper directed by John Yeatts. As we sat 
around the tables following the noon meal, 
the presence of the Lord was so near as we 
partook of the bread and the cup. The 
Retreat was concluded by forming a large 
ring and joining hands as we sang, "We 
Are One in the Spirit." 
An interested group awaits the answer to a 
question from Rev. Luke Keefer, the devotional 
leader for the retreat. 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Ringgold Meeting House was the 
setting for a hymn sing on Sunday evening, 
July 29, 1973. It was sponsored by nine of 
the Franklin County Brethren in Christ 
churches and the Ringgold Church of 
Christ. The approximately 325 people in 
attendance spent a relaxing and rewarding 
evening worshipping on the meeting house 
lawn. 
The meeting house, which is being 
restored as nearly as possible to its original 
condition, was open for touring. A number 
of artifacts used in our early churches were 
also on display. The fellowship enjoyed by 
the believers, both before and after the 
service, was a significant part of the 
evening. 
The Carlisle congregation held a 
leadership seminar on Saturday, Sept. 8, in 
the afternoon and evening. Devotions were 
led by Dr. Beachy. Many aspects of the 
Sunday school were discussed, including 
keeping meaningful records, resource 
material, and teaching aids. The pastor is 
Rev. Walter Winger. 
The young people from the Cedar Grove 
congregation spent the week end of July 20 
camping in Shawnee State Park, near 
Schellsburg, Pa. On Saturday evening the 
young people of Clear Creek, along with 
their pastor, Rev. and Mrs. Curtis Bryant, 
joined Cedar Grove for a weiner roast. On 
Sunday the group went to Clear Creek for 
Sunday school and church. Rev. Eugene 
Heidler is the pastor at Cedar Grove. 
The Redland Valley congregation 
honored their pastor, Rev. and Mrs. Jay 
Sisco on their 25th wedding anniversary, 
Aug. 7. The Siscos were given a set of 
china table service. 
Atlantic 
The Free Grace congregation held an 
installation service for their new pastor, 
Rev. John Fries, on Sunday morning, Aug. 
26. The Fries family has recently moved 
from Portland, Oregon, where Rev. Fries 
graduated from Western Evangelical 
Seminary. 
The Refton congregation held a "Back-
to-School Rally" on Sunday evening, Aug. 
26. Special music was given by all school 
children. Dr. Benjamin Myers, Professor 
at Messiah College, spoke on the topic, 
"Evolution and the Bible." Rev. W. Dale 
Allison is the pastor. 
Canadian 
The Bridlewood congregation enter-
tained four Christian Brigaders who were 
from Manchester, England, during the 
month of August. The boys had earned the 
trip by achievements in their church. Rev. 
Elwood Flewelling is the pastor of the 
Bridlewood congretation. 
Several hundred visitors shared with 
Rev. and Mrs. Earl M. Sider in celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary at an Open 
House on Sunday, Aug. 19. The Siders 
have spent their entire married life in the 
Christian ministry. Rev. Sider was pastor 
of the Cheapside congregation from 1926 
to 1957. He has also served as an 
evangelist and as a member of church 
boards and committees. The Siders have 
three sons: Morris at Messiah College; 
Harvey, a missionary in India; and Robert 
at Dickinson College; and two daughters: 
Rhoda (Mrs. Austin Heise, Hamlin, 
Kan.); and Anna Ruth (Mrs. Harley 
Osborne, Parry Sound, Ont.). 
Rev. Gordon Gilmore was ordained into 
the Christian ministry on Sunday after-
noon, Sept. 16. Rev. Gilmore is the pastor 
of the Port Colborne congregation. 
The Welland congregation repeated its 
goal by winning the Forward Contest for 
the second year in a row. Both in percen-
tage of gain and numerical gain it was the 
Wellana Sunday school. The pastor during 
the campaign period was Douglas Sider, 
now pastor of the Massey Place congrega-
tion. The present pastor is Rev. William 
Syndram. 
Shown with the two banners (1971 and 1972) are 
(left) Jim Cheshire, the Welland Congregation's 
delegate to the Canadian Conference, and 
Donald Sider, Sunday school superintendent. 
Central 
Twenty children of the Ashland con-
gregation participated in a 24-hour round-
up, directed by their pastor, Rev. Kenneth 
Evangelical Visitor 
Hoke. The theme for the program was, 
"God's Creation." The program included 
a field trip to Kingwood Center, a movie, 
camp fire, meditations, crafts, and recrea-
tion. 
On Sunday afternoon, Aug. 5, a dedica-
tion service for the Campbellsville church 
building and parsonage was held with 
Bishop David Climenhaga presiding. Rev. 
Norman Channel was installed as the first 
full time pastor during the morning ser-
vice. The afternoon dedication service was 
followed with special music by the Gospel 
Lover's Quartet and the youth from the 
Jamestown Baptist Church. 
The Dayton congregation reports that 
there is evidence of growth in the church. 
Four persons were recently baptized by the 
pastor, Rev. Henry Chafin. The service 
was held in the Little Miami River in 
Dayton. 
The Highland congregation viewed the 
Brethren in Christ Missions film, "Along 
the Navajo Trail" on Sunday evening, 
Sept. 9. Susan Stockslager, who spent 
three weeks doing Summer Service at the 
Navajo Mission this summer, also showed 
slides of the mission and northwestern 
New Mexico. The pastor is Rev. Louis 
Cober. 
Midwest 
The Dallas Center congregation held a 
Galilean Service on Sunday evening at the 
Harold Myers' farm pond. Rev. Millard 
Haldeman is the pastor. 
The Mountain View congregation held 
an all night prayer meeting in preparation 
for a "Come Alive" series which was held 
on September 9-17. The speaker for the 
series was Don Rhea Falke. The pastor is 
Rev. Samuel Hollingsworth. 
Pacific 
The Labish Village congregation held a 
missionary service without any mission-
aries on Sunday evening, Aug. 26. A slide 
presentation on India was given. Guest 
speakers were Mr. and Mrs. Elbert Frey, 
Abilene, Kansas. Rev. Art W. Cooper is 
the pastor. 
The Upland congregation held a 
Spiritual Life Conference on Sept. 16-23. 
Featured speakers were Rev. Herb Scott 
and Dr. C. A. Sawtell. The pastor is Rev. 
Elbert N. Smith. 
Births 
Bingaman: Kelly Jean, born Aug. 12 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Bingaman, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
High: Kelly Ann, born Aug. 15 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Alan High, Hollowell congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Lehman: Christopher Michael, born 
Sept. 8 to Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Lehman, 
Carlisle congregation, Pa. 
McFadden: John Levi, born Aug. 17 to 
Mr. and Mrs. John McFadden, Bridle-
wood, congregation, Ont. 
Melhorn: Jolene Elaine, born Aug. 25 to 
Mr. and Mrs. James Melhorn, Redland 
Valley congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Kenneth Troy, born July 6 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Miller, Lancaster 
congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Rhonda Lee, born June 26 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Miller, Free 
Grace congregation, Pa. 
Shetterly: Donna Rae, born Aug. 25 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Shetterly, Free 
Grace congregation, Pa. 
Stoner: Timothy Mark, born June 15 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Stoner, Navajo Mis-
sion, New Mexico. 
Weddings 
Brown-Miller: Sherry, daughter of Mr. 
Ordean Miller, Waynesboro, Pa., and 
Thomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Brown, Petersburg, W. Va., Aug. 11 in the 
Hollowell Church with Rev. P. W. 
McBeth officiating. 
Carson-Pitzer: Nancy B., daughter of 
Mrs. W. Scott Mountain, Jr., Biglerville, 
Pa., and H. David Pitzer, Eustis, Fla., and 
Ira Lennis Carson, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ira L. Carson, Fairfield, Pa., August 
10 in the Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
Bendersville, Pa. with Rev. Jerome V. 
Guss officiating. 
Charles-Engle: Ellyce Jean, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Engle, Conestoga, 
Pa., and Robert Allen, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Melvin Charles, Washington Boro, 
Pa., Aug. 14 in the Lancaster Church with 
Rev. Eber B. Dourte officiating. 
Derck-Brubaker: Joy, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Merle Brubaker, Grantham, Pa., 
and Randall Derek, son of Mrs. Naomi 
Maurer, July 21 in the Grantham Church 
with Rev. Archie Passmore and the bride's 
father officiating. 
Erbig-Brubaker: Marilyn Jean, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Brubaker, Souderton, Pa., and Robert 
Philip, III, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Erbig, Jr., New Monmouth, N. J., Aug. 
18 in the Souderton Church with Rev. 
John A. Byers officiating. 
Finkbiner-Lofthouse: Marjorie 
Elizabeth (Beth), daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Ronald Lofthouse, Wainfieet, Ont., 
and John Warren, son of Mr. Jack 
Finkbiner, Winnipeg, Man., Aug. 31 in the 
Wainfieet Church with the father of the 
bride and Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating. 
Garman-Goodling: Edna N. Goodling 
and James B. Garman, Sept. 8 in the Cross 
Roads Church. 
Kendig-Beiler: Roberta Jeanette Beiler, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman F. 
Oster, and John N., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John L. Kendig, both of Millersville, Pa., 
Aug. 4 in the Lancaster Church with Rev. 
Eber B. Dourte officiating. 
Martin-Kopp: Nancy Jane, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Kopp, and Galen Ray, 
son of Rev. and Mrs. Earl Martin, Jr., 
both of Mount Joy, Pa., Aug. 18 at the 
groom's home with Rev. Harry Bert and 
the groom's father officiating. 
September 25,1973 
Styer-Smucker: Barbara Ann, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John S. Smucker, Lan-
caster, Pa., and Terry Dale, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rudolph B. Styer, Ronks, Pa., July 
22 in the Lancaster Church with Rev. Eber 
B. Dourte officiating. 
Weaver-Wenger: Karen Jean, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Byron Wenger, Clayton, 
Ohio and Duane Eugene, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Warren Weaver, Washington, Pa., 
August 18 in the Mt. Olive Church of 
Christ with uncle of the bride, Rev. Paul 
Hill, officiating. 
Williams-Angle: LaVonne, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Angle, Greencastle, 
Pa., and Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rene 
Williams, Waynesboro, Pa., Aug. 18 in the 
Waynesboro Trinity United Church of 
Christ with uncle of the bride, Rev. James 
Esh, officiating. 
Witmer-Paulus: Lorene Fay, daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. George Paulus, Boiling 
Springs, Pa., and Dennis, son of Mr. ana 
Mrs. Richard Witmer, Millersburg, Pa., 
Aug. 3 in the Messiah College Chapel with 
Rev. Richard Solberg officiating. 
Witter-Zimmerman: Becky, daughter of 
John K. Zimmerman, Camp Hill, Pa., and 
David P., son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. 
Witter, Perkasie, Pa., Aug. 25 in the Camp 
Hill United Methodist Church with Rev. 
Earl M. Rowe and Rev. John A. Byers 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Hoover: Mrs. Annie M. Hoover, born 
May 22, 1885, died July 22, 1973. She was 
the daughter of Jacob and Fannie Bert. 
She is surviyed by four sons: Evan, Alvin, 
Kenneth and Ira. She was a member of the 
Abilene Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral was held in the Abilene Church 
with Rev. W. Edward Rickman and Rev. 
M. M. Book officiating. Interment was in 
the Bethel Cemetery. 
Keefer: Lizzie M. Keefer, born Aug. 18, 
1889, in Hummelstown, Pa., died Aug. 19, 
1973, at the Messiah Home, Harrisburg. 
She was the daughter of James and Mary 
Yingst. She was married to John E. Keefer 
who preceded her in death. She is survived 
by four sons: Rev. J. Edgar, Rev. Luke L., 
Paul F., and Earl E.; three daughters: Mrs. 
Thomas Lenker, Mrs. Richard Witmer, 
and Mrs. Alpheus Etzweiler; two sisters; 
21 grandchildren; 23 great-grandchildren; 
and 1 great-great-grandchild. She was a 
member of the Free Grace Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral was held in the 
Free Grace Church with Rev. T. M. Books 
officiating. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Kugler: Mrs. Bertha M. Kugler, born 
April 24, 1888, died Aug. 10, 1973. She 
was the daughter of Jacob and Sarah 
Burkholder. She is survived by her hus-
band, John Kugler. Also surviving are one 
son and three daughters. She was a 
member of the Abilene Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral was held in the 
Abilene Church with Rev. W. Edward 
Rickman and Rev. M. M. Book 
officiating. Interment was in the Abilene 
Cemetery. 
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The Contemporary Scene 
Future of Capital Punishment Uncertain 
One year ago the U.S. Supreme Court officially 
eliminated capital punishment from the United States — 
at least for the time being. The high court held that the 
uneven way death was meted out to prisoners around the 
country caused "cruel and unusual" punishment forbidden 
by the U.S. Constitution. 
However, in the 12 months passed, many attempts to 
revive capital punishment have been launched: (1) Law-
makers in 17 states have written new decrees designed to 
meet objections raised by jurists of the Supreme Court, (2) 
The U.S. Congress is now considering a variety of bills 
aimed at overturning the Supreme Court's ruling, (3) 
President Richard Nixon has called for legislation making 
capital punishment mandatory for certain federal crimes. 
Before long, a convict in one of the 50 states will be 
sentenced to die. Then appeals procedures will place the 
issue again before the Supreme Court. 
When the court gave its ruling in mid-1972 in the case of 
Furman vs. Georgia and two related cases there was no 
clear consensus on record. The 5-4 vote indicated that 
opinions varied much — so much, in fact, that each justice 
wrote a separate decision. Legal experts were not certain 
what the ultimate effect would be. 
Mandatory death penalties, which were once on the 
statute books of most jurisdictions, would probably result 
in many executions at the moment. Jack Himmelstein, 
director of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund's capital punishment project, estimated that if all 
convicted murderers were put to death, 100 times as many 
executions would have to take place every year as actually 
did occur on the average in the years 1930-67. The reason 
is, Himmelstein declared, because only about one of 10 
convictions during that period led to a death sentence and 
only about one in 10 of those sentences was actually 
carried out. 
Popular sentiment seems to favor the death penalty as a 
firm answer to rising crime. A majority of Americans (57 
percent) went on record as favoring the death penalty. 
President Nixon calls it a "valuable deterrent," although 
statistical evidence falls short of proof. Western Europe, 
Israel and much of Latin America doubt the deterrent 
aspects of capital punishment. 
Most countries would be prepared to eliminate the death 
penalty, it seems, if an appropriate substitute could be 
found. 
—E.P.A. Release 
Legislation Sought to Restrict 
Missionary Activities in Israel 
Christian missionary activities in Israel were sharply 
attacked here by the chairman of the Convention of the 
Religious Zionists of America. 
Rabbi Bernard Bergman of New York advocated 
legislation to restrict efforts of missionaries to win Jewish 
converts. 
He also criticized the expansion of Reform Judaism in 
Israel, charging that it was the first step on the way to 
apostasy. The rights of non-Orthodox rabbis in Israel has 
long been a matter of dispute. 
On the eve of the Zionist convention held in Jerusalem, 
Rabbi Bergman met with two leading Protestant 
clergymen — the Rev. John Little of the Baptist Conven-
tion and the Rev. Roy Kreider, a Mennonite, who is 
chairman of the United Christian Council in Israel. The 
latter is a loose-knit umbrella organization embracing 
several Protestant bodies. 
Rabbi Bergman urged the clergymen to use their 
influence to halt missionary activity, which he said was 
aimed at proselytizing Jews. 
They replied that they condemn unfair missionary 
practices, but that they are unable to interfere with the 
activities of others. The more aggressive missionary 
groups are not affiliated with the Council, they said. 
Stop USSR "Cloak-and-Dagger" Missions 
The "cloak-and-dagger" approach to missionary work 
in the Soviet Union should end according to John Sergey, 
head of the World Fellowship of Slavic Evangelical 
Christians, Inc. 
Calling the recent visit of Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev 
to the US "long overdue," Sergey said he felt "the more 
rapport we establish between the people of America and 
Russia, the easier it will be to preach the gospel in that 
land." 
Sergey deplored the secretive mentality that has arisen 
in the minds of Americans regarding the church in the 
Soviet Union. While he admitted that there are severe 
limitations on Christians by the "atheistic government," 
he said that on a recent trip to the USSR he saw a 
"revival" going on in the Ukraine. 
In an interview over WMBI, radio station of the Moody 
Bible Institute, Sergey said that while "they can't preach 
anything but the Bible" in the Soviet Union because of 
government restrictions, the church is nevertheless 
stronger than ever. 
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